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Wh en the s wor d which his grea 
grea t-grund father c,1rried th rough tl 
Revolutiona ry \Var \Vas recentl}' co: 
sign er! to Char les Parrett of El111e 
Mo., it not only maintained its lit 
of descent to eldest sons but also i 
historic conn ection wi th a m ilita1 
fam i I)·. 

Tl1c \veapon \Va s curried ft )r sevf 
year. and five n1ontb s in the Revol1 
tionary War by this ancestor wh 
was a caval ryr11an and colonel of 
Virginia regiment. H e bequeathed 
to hi i:; eld eis t son \\'itl1 the instructio 
that it be banded on to the oldes t so 
in eac:t1 succeeding gener ation. i 
fell to a grandson. \\.ill ian1 Henr 
H•arrison Filley, \\·ho carried it throug 
the C'ivll War as a firs t lie utenan 
This \vas tl1e \veapo n 's las t ,var serl 
ice, and for more tl1 :1 n GO )1ea r s tl1ere 
after it has filled an honored pos 
of pearc. 

In 181i8 , the s \rord \\·ent rro111 I•"'ille 
to J o ·epb Parrett, fatl1er of E. A 
Parrett of ~[aeon count}·, no,,.· deceas 
ed. J oscpb Parrett had served in th 
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t- Third Io\va Cavalry in the (' ivil \Var, 
c- with f,ille}·. It descended to J oseph 
s. Parrett 's eldest son . H illis Parrett, 
ig who sent it on to t ' ha rles Parrett. 
ls I e dest son of his l1rotber, E .• .\ . P t1 r-

rett. 
''It \\·a: loaned for a few yea rs to 

)f the Odd Fellows lodge at Abingdon, 
ll Iowa," \\'rote Hillis P a rrett in the 
Lt letter ,,·hich accompa nied the sword. 

"When l t>ecan1e a :\l aste r .\lason, in ,e 
1887, they had no s w ord at K ilwin-

·~ nin• t.,0d,ge, Xo. 198. at B atavia, Iowa. 
l- so I got th is s,word from Abingdon 
n and took i t to B jta \·ia, and for the 
a past 40 years it has hung on the wall s 

of the I{il \r inning lodge room." 
The blade i: s tral~ht and extrem e­

.t ly long, 3!:? inches. Swords in those -
O day~ \\'ere i -:~ 11ed to corr t:SP<l Dt1 t o 
s I the height nf tl1p 111an. and shot1ld 
O drop to \\' itl1in fo ur inc hes of his left 
j heel. Thi s one \\'a R for a !; ix-footer. 

5 T he :-;caJbbard i- n1i~si no-, l>ttl th e let-
ter s'°1ys th e origi11a I onr waR of 

:i :\lcJrncco leather 11r n .. ln1ented ,vith 

1 l)r,t :--s. The hand IC' of the Ra.lier is I 

1 l1 anrlRomely ornan1ented with brass. 
1 1'11e .\faron ct1t1nf}· P :1 rrett~ have 
:> pre~ rved thC' n1ilitar~· rer t> rd elf 1l1ei r 
t I fo ref,1tber s, but they n1 ,1cie~1 ly reru ~­
· j ed o g i\·e tl1e gtor~· .1nd it \\.t1F- ol1tain­
) e<1 from otl1er~. The :-,l l1er rest~ in 
• 

1 th P t1ands of l'harlP:; P~1rrPtt \\"Ito \,·as 
· 1 [I \ •llttnteer in thr rr~tll tt r :irn1~· nnd 

1 ~Cr\·Ptt all throug-11 th ,,·,1 rld \\'ar 'lS 
, ,l nt•' lllber <>f the Tl1irci I)i,·i:,; ion. l Stl1 

T·,ield • .\rti ll er)·. a n,t ,r:t, ·1 111 c 111hl1 r of 
. 1!1 £1 .\rr11)· <>f Orcup:1 t ion . lfP an,I l1i:-. 
I brnr ltc> r . . Ja111e :-; .\ r r hu r . .,,' r \·pd tO!!'l' tl1-
I er :i 1,1i l thr 1.111 rr \,·a, ,,c'l11nt1 r cl. n ,,ilt 

?lll'll 110\, . en1pt ,,~· t ilt 111 .. 1•1,·11.: ,,·i 1l1 111 , 

Jl":t(, i u) 1 ifc ,,r fa I f i ll'!'~ . 

. \ r 111e clo:-e c>f the n11 i?1 t• 11c,·n 11:i­

! i<l ll I '}1 :1 1'](' :,- rPl ll l•"d t 11 I It,• fa 1'111 

f ,111r 11il(>~ \'' "'' ,,·· l·:!111<' · • .\!11. ll "" 
\\ ,~ 111:1r ril' d in .\ 1,1 :! . 1!1~'.1. t11 .\Ji :;. 
1.,,,.: lt ir l1111,111il flf ! ''111:-r. 

·r l" ~·011n ·',l'"l 111 tile 111111' 1 ('\~·:-:. n ,._ 
111 ,111 J ('. r',\'"l'(•tl. ('llli,t, l iz1 th ,, r, 1-

l;rr ,t·•11~· .ti 1 . 111cl ,,·ac; 1,,11 ~·f':• r .. 111 
llli' l 1 l1illitll'lfl, 11, ... l. ll ft\\ l~l tltt 
:\ ,·i, ,1n C'11r11~ ,t:, , 1,,nC'cl ar ~nn l·ra1,-
c !:-rr1 n .1 11,11 Pa rr, 11 i~ n rl1 u:::::!ic:t 111 
J~ ;1n ,1, C'it)·. 

·r ti <' ~0 11.: c,r :\( r,. 1:. \ . l'.,rr• tt 
,l rr hO\\ll in t11e Jl irt11re ,\ ill1 tl1elr 

• 
:-.i:-li"!', .,11 .... ~ )In~ 1•,1 rrl1 t t, n . f nn-
:?ra p 1t• r . T hr. n" ·11rr ,r t lP re l i 
~cco11d fron1 t l1e 1,,.ft . 


